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Who we are

PlasticsEurope is the pan-European organisation (with more than 100 member 

companies) representing the plastics manufacturers at the EU, regional and 

national level.

Bulgaria

Croatia

Cyprus

Greece

Italy

Malta

Romania

Turkey

MEDITERRANEAN

Milan, Italy

Portugal

Spain

IBÉRICA

Madrid, Spain

Austria

Czech Republic

Germany

Hungary

Poland

Slovakia

Slovenia

Switzerland

CENTRAL

Frankfurt, Germany

Warsaw, Poland

Vienna, Austria
Denmark

Estonia

Finland

Ireland

Latvia

Lithuania

Norway

Sweden

UK

NORTH

London, UK

France

Belgium

Luxembourg

Netherlands

WEST

Paris, France

The Hague, Netherlands

HEADQUARTERS – Brussels, Belgium

2



• Pellet loss is the 

second largest 

source of 

primary 

microplastics

• Around 2% of all 

plastics litter 

entering the 

environment 

= pellets

• The plastics 

industry has a 

direct control over 

pellet loss!
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The plastics industry also have a role to play…



We all have a role to play!
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To avoid this…

• Port of Antwerp (Belgium) - 2017
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Or this…

• Tarragona (Spain) - 2018
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Resulting in this…
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Or this…
A European Strategy for Plastics in a Circular Economy

• Communication From The Commission To The European Parliament, The Council, The European 

Economic And Social Committee And The Committee Of The Regions: 

A European Strategy for Plastics in a Circular Economy (16/01/2018)

• Annex I: List of future EU measures to implement the Strategy

8



And now this!!

ECHA restriction report on intentionally added microplastics

Pre-production pellets i.e. pellets, powders and flakes

• Under the scope of the restriction

• Under derogations:

4 (a) Mixtures containing microplastics used at industrial sites

5 (b) Substances or mixtures where the physical properties of microplastic are 

permanently modified when the substance or mixture is used such that the 

polymers no longer fulfil the meaning of a microplastic

• As a result: labelling & reporting requirements

 But… What’s next???
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Value chain to take action together via Operation 

Clean Sweep®

• In order to take its responsibility, PlasticsEurope has started to promote OCS in Europe since 2014 with the 

objective of zero pellet/powder/flake loss!

• It is a voluntary free initiative aimed at improving awareness, promoting best practices and providing 

guidance and tools to support its signatories in the implementation of the necessary pellet loss prevention 

measures. 

• By signing the OCS pledge, each company handling raw materials recognises the importance of 

preventing spillages into the environment and commits to OCS by implementing the following 6 actions:

EU website: www.opcleansweep.eu
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http://www.opcleansweep.eu/


We have all the tools you need to join the programme!

• Many tools can be found on the EU OCS website:

• Operation Clean Sweep® online manual with many best-practices

• OCS reports (2017 and 2018)

• Management Checklists

• Employee Checklists

• Communication flyers

• PlasticsEurope provide a welcome pack with additional tools to promote OCS 

internally & externally:

• OCS logo

• Samples of newsletter, articles, press release…

• Video in several languages

• FIPIF, IKEM and Plast.dk have all signed-up to OCS!
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Call for action: it is now or never!

• Unique opportunity: it is our last chance to demonstrate our voluntary 

commitment to zero pellet loss from the entire value chain!

 We need you on board!

• We take extra care about gases & chemical losses, why not about 

pellets?

 It is good for: 

Environment

Safety

Business
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Sign-up now to the OCS programme!

• Via the OCS website: 

http://www.opcleansweep.eu/sign-up/

• Or contact me directly: 

jeremy.fouriau@plasticseurope.org

13

http://www.opcleansweep.eu/sign-up/
mailto:jeremy.fouriau@plasticseurope.org



